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TOPIC COVERAGE FOCUS CATEGORY PAGE

1. INDIAN POLITY (Pages 1–8)

Lok Sabha Expansion &
Delimitation

850-seat House vs deliberation; 84th/87th/106th
Amendments roadmap

EDITORIAL 1

Relevance of Regional Parties Seat vs vote-share trends 2009–24; ECI national/
state party criteria

EDITORIAL 1–2

Monsoon Session Productivity Bills passed without debate, student protests, pre-
legislative consultation

EDITORIAL 3

Right to Protest Art. 19(1)(a)/(b), 19(2)/(3); Ramlila Maidan, MKSS,
Amit Sahni, Anuradha Bhasin

MAINS ARTICLE 3–5

Judicial Transparency Index Vidhi Centre (JALDI) ranking of SC & 25 HCs;
collegium, RTI, assets

MAINS ARTICLE 5–6

257th Report – Committee on
Subordinate Legislation

Rajya Sabha panel on CCI regulations;
parliamentary committee structure

PRELIMS NEWS 6–7

Prevention of Insults to National
Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026

Legal protection to Vande Mataram singing PRELIMS NEWS 7

SC Directions on Digital Arrest
Scams

Coordination of regulators, I4C, account-freeze
safeguards

PRELIMS NEWS 7–8

Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill,
2026

Official renaming of Kerala as Keralam PRELIMS NEWS 8

2. SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY incl. Defence & Health (Pages 9–22)

AI in Agriculture – Andhra
Pradesh

Agri-AI compact, energy & agrivoltaic linkages EDITORIAL 9–10

AI and Cyber Security Threats Convergence of AI & cyber in modern warfare EDITORIAL 10–11

Digital Arrest Scams 'Stop the scam' – enforcement gaps, transnational
fraud

EDITORIAL 11–12

AI as India's Next Digital Public
Infrastructure

IndiaAI Mission, AIKosh, BHASHINI MAINS ARTICLE 12–13

AI in MedTech Health Ministry knowledge paper; ICMR priorities MAINS ARTICLE 13–15

Borophene-Based Green
Lubricant

IASST Guwahati; castor-oil lubricant PRELIMS NEWS 15

Glueball and X(2370) BESIII evidence; particle physics PRELIMS NEWS 15–16

Falcon 9 Upper Stage Lunar
Impact

Space debris strikes the Moon PRELIMS NEWS 16

EVEREST Rocket Engine Private full-flow staged combustion LOX-methane
engine

PRELIMS NEWS 16–17

INS Malvan 2nd Mahe-class ASW Shallow Water Craft PRELIMS NEWS 17

Kusha Long-Range Surface-to-Air
Missile

DRDO Project Kusha maiden test PRELIMS NEWS 17–18

Agni-4 Ballistic Missile Test-fired from ITR Chandipur PRELIMS NEWS 18

QDENGA – Dengue Vaccine India approves first dengue vaccine PRELIMS NEWS 18–19

Chandipura Virus CHPV deaths in Gujarat & Rajasthan PRELIMS NEWS 19

Leptospirosis Endemic in Kerala PRELIMS NEWS 19

Raygun & Protein Language
Models

AI protein redesign (Duke University) PRELIMS NEWS 20

Non-Mendelian Epigenetic
Inheritance

Nature Genetics study PRELIMS NEWS 20

BitChat Takedown I4C order to GitHub; Bluetooth mesh messaging PRELIMS NEWS 20–21

Vehicle-to-Vehicle (V2V)
Communication

MoRTH proposal under CMV Rules PRELIMS NEWS 21

Nanofluid Electrolyte for Zinc-Air
Batteries

SASTRA research PRELIMS NEWS 21–22

Agri-Photovoltaics Solar energy with farming PRELIMS NEWS 22
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Modified Mix Seal Surfacing Plus
(MSS+)

CSIR-CRRI road technology PRELIMS NEWS 22

3. ENVIRONMENT, ECOLOGY & GEOGRAPHY (Pages 23–30)

Supreme Court & Environmental
Law

Environmental jurisprudence then and now EDITORIAL 23–24

Plantations vs Forest Restoration 'Losing forest for trees' EDITORIAL 24

BRICS Environmental
Cooperation

People- and planet-centric governance under
India's chairship

EDITORIAL 24–25

Amendments to EIA Framework MoEFCC notification; EIA process & initiatives MAINS ARTICLE 25–27

Flash Floods Assam & Gujarat floods; causes & mitigation MAINS ARTICLE 27–28

No Transition Without Justice
Report (UNEP)

Environmental rule of law & just transition PRELIMS NEWS 28–29

Environmental Performance
Index 2026

India ranked 176th of 177 PRELIMS NEWS 29

Glaw Lake – India's 101st Ramsar
Site

Arunachal Pradesh's first Ramsar site PRELIMS NEWS 29

Mining Restrictions Around
Wetland Reserves

SC on Asan Wetland safeguards PRELIMS NEWS 29–30

Thamirabarani River Madras HC on ritual-waste dumping PRELIMS NEWS 30

4. ECONOMY (Pages 31–37)

Handloom Sector Heritage, livelihoods and global growth potential EDITORIAL 31

MSME Clustering Cluster-based growth; MSME classification 2025 EDITORIAL 31–32

India's Merchandise Export
Growth

Petroleum-led growth, GVC integration, sectoral
drivers

EDITORIAL 32–33

Securities Markets Code Bill,
2025

Standing Committee recommendations; SEBI MAINS ARTICLE 33–34

Cities as Growth Engines FICCI–EY report; urban finance & infrastructure MAINS ARTICLE 34–35

Index of Core Industries –
2022-23 Series

New base year, sectoral weights PRELIMS NEWS 35–36

WTO Agreement on Fisheries
Subsidies

India becomes 123rd member to accept PRELIMS NEWS 36

Nifty 500 Ahimsa Index NSE ethical investment benchmark PRELIMS NEWS 36

FDI in Inventory-Based E-
Commerce for Exports

100% FDI for exporting Indian-made goods PRELIMS NEWS 36–37

Ease of Doing Business Parliamentary Standing Committee on Commerce
report

PRELIMS NEWS 37

Floating-Rate Loans RBI draft Interest Rates on Loans & Advances
Directions, 2026

PRELIMS NEWS 37

5. SOCIAL ISSUES (Pages 38–44)

SC Judgment on Sex Work Rights-based approach & implementation barriers EDITORIAL 38

Safeguards for Live-in Partners Extension of protection against domestic cruelty EDITORIAL 38–39

Surrogate Advertising &
Celebrity Accountability

'Due diligence' – proportionate enforcement EDITORIAL 39–40

Social Media Ban for Children France, Australia precedents; platform
accountability

MAINS ARTICLE 40–41

Global Employment Trends for
Youth 2026 (ILO)

Youth job crisis, AI exposure MAINS ARTICLE 41–42

State of Food Security &
Nutrition in the World 2026
(SOFI)

Global hunger & food insecurity data PRELIMS NEWS 42–43

Nutan Sakala Odisha policy against trafficking of women & girls PRELIMS NEWS 43

Reimagining Care – Caregivers in
Viksit Bharat@2047

NITI Aayog report on care economy PRELIMS NEWS 43–44

Parliamentary Committee Report
on Cybercrime

Home Affairs panel: institutional & legal reforms PRELIMS NEWS 44
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6. ART & CULTURE (Pages 45–47)

Dhimsa Dance Tribal dance of Andhra Pradesh / Odisha PRELIMS NEWS 45

Neeragunda Veeragallu
Inscription

12th-century Old Kannada hero stone, Karnataka PRELIMS NEWS 45–46

Vagdevi Idol Repatriation bid from British Museum; Bhojshala PRELIMS NEWS 46

Vaishya Tekri Mound, Ujjain Mauryan-era Buddhist stupa site PRELIMS NEWS 46–47

Vande Mataram First rendition at Red Fort; national symbols PRELIMS NEWS 47

7. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (Pages 48–54)

Maritime Diplomacy & Indian
Seafarers

'India's foreign policy must look seaward'; MLC, IMO EDITORIAL 48–49

NATO's Strategic Transformation European defence burden-sharing; implications for
India

EDITORIAL 49–50

Makkan Pact (Saudi–Türkiye–
Pakistan)

New security triangle & implications for India EDITORIAL 50–51

President's Visit to Moldova &
North Macedonia

First Indian presidential State Visits MAINS ARTICLE 51–52

Quad Support for ASEAN
Centrality

AOIP implementation; India's Act East MAINS ARTICLE 52–54

US–Saudi Civil Nuclear
Cooperation Agreement

30-year '123 Agreement' PRELIMS NEWS 54

Multinational Maritime Defence
Alliance

14 nations; Bab al-Mandeb, Red Sea, Gulf of Aden PRELIMS NEWS 54

South China Sea Disputes Scarborough Shoal / Huangyan Dao reserve PRELIMS NEWS 54

8. GOVERNANCE, PUBLIC POLICY & GOVERNMENT SCHEMES (Pages 55–62)

Fast-Track Courts & Speedy
Justice

Judicial capacity, procedural delays, resource gaps EDITORIAL 55–56

GeM – A Decade of Public
Procurement

Government e-Marketplace: transparency, MSE
inclusion

EDITORIAL 56

National Tribunals Commission Executive control vs tribunal independence ('In the
way')

EDITORIAL 57

Modernisation of the Public
Distribution System

Standing Committee report; ONORC, SMART-PDS,
leakages

MAINS ARTICLE 57–59

Public Examinations (Prevention
of Unfair Means) Amendment
Act, 2026

Strengthening 2024 law; public testing network MAINS ARTICLE 59–60

Samudra Manthan – National
Offshore Exploration Scheme

Cabinet-approved offshore exploration scheme PRELIMS NEWS 60

GOBARdhan National Circular
Bioenergy Scheme

Organic waste to clean energy; compressed biogas PRELIMS NEWS 60–61

NCDC (Amendment) Bill, 2026 Expanded financing mandate of National
Cooperative Development Corporation

PRELIMS NEWS 61

One Herb, One Standard
Initiative

Harmonised Indian Pharmacopoeia & AYUSH
monographs

PRELIMS NEWS 61–62

MMDR (Amendment) Bill, 2026 Uniform fiscal framework; limits on State levies on
mineral rights

PRELIMS NEWS 62

SC Directions on Electoral Black
Money

ECI's responsibility to curb black money in elections PRELIMS NEWS 62

9. MISCELLANEOUS – Places, Personalities, Species, Military Exercises (Pages 63–68)

Sigur Elephant Corridor Tamil Nadu; Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve PLACES IN NEWS 63

Black Sea Meromictic basin; Russia–Ukraine war PLACES IN NEWS 63

Ceuta Enclave Spanish city in North Africa PLACES IN NEWS 63

Lake Mead Largest US reservoir; Hoover Dam PLACES IN NEWS 63

Rub' al Khali (Empty Quarter) Largest continuous sand desert PLACES IN NEWS 63

Kuril Islands Russia–Japan dispute PLACES IN NEWS 64
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Hara Mangroves Qeshm Island, Iran; oil spill PLACES IN NEWS 64

Banni Grasslands Kachchh, Gujarat PLACES IN NEWS 64

Chandra Shekhar Azad (1906–
1931)

HRA/HSRA, Kakori; birth anniversary PERSONALITY 64

Rabindranath Tagore (1861–
1941)

Nobel laureate; death anniversary PERSONALITY 64–65

Allographa New lichen-forming fungi, Western Ghats SPECIES IN NEWS 65

White-bellied Heron Threat from Lohit hydropower project SPECIES IN NEWS 65

Pygmy Hog World's smallest wild pig SPECIES IN NEWS 65–66

Lepidoptera ZSI moth & butterfly records SPECIES IN NEWS 66

Clouded Leopard International Clouded Leopard Day SPECIES IN NEWS 66–67

Asiatic Wild Water Buffalo Translocation from Assam to Chhattisgarh SPECIES IN NEWS 67

Slender-billed Vulture BNHS captive-bred release SPECIES IN NEWS 67

Black-necked Crane Ladakh – free-ranging dog threat SPECIES IN NEWS 67

Operation Southern Readiness
26-2

Indian Navy, Kochi MIL. EXERCISE 68

India–US Navy EOD Exercise Explosive Ordnance Disposal, 8th edition MIL. EXERCISE 68

Exercise MAITREE-XV India–Thailand joint military exercise MIL. EXERCISE 68

Blackbuck Reintroduction in Banni Grassland SPECIES IN NEWS 68
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